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FOREWORD 


The  Secondary  School  Classification  Directory  for  1927-28  is 
presented  herewith. 

There  is  ample  evidence  in  the  reports  coming  to  the  Department 
to  indicate  that  Pennsylvania  secondary  schools  are  forging  ahead. 
Local  communities  are  meeting  the  demands  made  by  increased  enroll- 
ment by  providing  more  adequate  housing  facilities;  school  organiza- 
tion is  being  improved  by  the  establishment  of  joint  schools  large 
enough  to  offer  a  more  comprehensive  program;  unsatisfactory  types 
of  school  organization  are  being  eliminated ;  school  systems  are  reor- 
ganizing on  the  junior-senior  high  school  basis ;  the  standard  of  prepa- 
ration for  secondary  school  teachers  has  steadily  increased ;  salaries 
are  better;  art,  music,  health,  homemaking,  argriculture,  and  indus- 
trial arts  are  receiving  more  attention ;  through  the  social  activity 
program,  the  secondary  school  is  developing  an  active  program  of 
junior  citizenship ;  curriculums  and  courses  of  study  are  receiving 
the  serious  attention  of  principals,  and  teachers ;  there  is  an  increased 
interest  on  the  part  of  teachers  in  "making  sui'e  that  pupils  learn"; 
guidance — educational,  vocational,  social,  moral, — is  coming  to  be 
recognized  as  one  of  the  most  important  functions  of  the  secondary 
school ; — ^these  are  indeed  signs  of  progress. 

But  progress  in  secondary  education,  as  in  other  fields  of  co- 
operative state  and  local  endeavor,  depends  upon  a  thorough  under- 
standing of  standards  to  be  maintained  and  goals  to  be  achieved.  It 
depends  upon  the  full  cooperation  of  state  and  local  authorities  in 
the  interest  of  the  youth  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  takes  this  opportunity  to  express  its  apprecia- 
tion for  the  cooperative  spirit  which  is  being  shown  by  district  and 
county  superintendents,  principals,  teachers,  and  boards  of  education, 
in  the  interest  of  secondary  education. 

This  report  was  prepared  by  W.  H.  Bristow,  Assistant  Director 
of  Secondary  Education  under  the  general  supervision  of  Deputy 
Superintendent  James  N.  Rule,  Director  of  Secondary  Education. 

JOHN  A.  H.  KEITH, 
Superintendent  of  Piihlic  Instruction. 

August  24,  1928 


3 


Digitized  by 

Vr\e  Internet  Arcliive 

in  2015 

Iittps://arcliive.org/details/classificationof00penn_2 


PART  I 


REQUIREMENTS  FOR  THE  CLASSIFICATION  OF 
SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 

I.  Requirements  op  the  School  Code. 

Section  2904  of  the  School  Code  provides  that  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  shall  have  power  "to  classify  the  high 
schools  of  the  State  upon  the  basis  of  the  reports  of  the  directors 
and  the  State  inspectors  of  high  schools,  in  compliance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  school  laws." 

Section  1701  outlines  the  following  general  provisions  for  the 
classification  of  secondary  schools : 

A.  A  school  year  of  at  least  180  days. 

B.  Types  of  high  schools  and  minimum  number  of  teachers: 

1.  Four  Year  High  School  (years  9-12)  minimum  number 
of  teachers,  three. 

2.  Three  Year  High  School  (years  9-11)  minimum  number 

of  teachers,  two. 

3.  Two  Year  High  School  (years  9-10)  minimum  number 
of  teachers,  one. 

4.  Junior  High  School  (years  7-8-9  or  7-8-9-10)  minimum 
number  of  teachers,  four,  except  in  small  rural  communi- 
ties where  enrollment  is  small,  a  minimum  of  two  or  three 
teachers  may  be  approved  if  part-time  teachers  are  also 
available  for  special  subjects. 

5.  Junior-Senior  High  School  (years  7-12)  minimum  num- 
ber of  teachers,  five. 

C.  All  high  schools  are  required  to  conform  to  the  regulations 
established  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 

II.  Establishment  of  New  High  School  ok  Addition  of  Year  to 

Program  of  Studies. 

The  approval  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  and 
the  county  superintendent  is  required  previous  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  new  high  school  or  the  addition  of  a  year  of  work 
to  the  program  of  a  high  school  alreadj^  in  operation  in  a  fourth 
class  district. 
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III.    Regulations  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 

A.    Basis  for  Determining  Classification. 

As  provided  for  in  Section  1701,  the  following  regulations 
have  been  formulated  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion for  classification  of  secondary  schools.  Approval  of  a 
plan  of  organization  or  program  of  studies  does  not  auto- 
matically classify  a  school.  Classification  of  a  new  school  or 
reclassification  of  an  established  school  on  a  higher  rating  is 
given  after  the  school  has  been  in  successful  operation-  on 
the  new  basis  for  the  major  portion  of  a  year  and  upon  evi- 
dence that  standards  are  being  met  as  shown  by : 

1.  Reports  from  local  school  authorities  and  the  recommend- 
ation of  the  responsible  superintendent  of  schools. 

2.  Report  of  visit  by  representative  of  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction. 

Superintendents  desiring  to  have  the  classification  of  any 
schools,  under  their  respective  jurisdictions,  reviewed  for  the 
purpose  of  changing  the  current  classification  should  send  a 
list  of  such  schools  annually  to  the  Department  not  later 
than  November  15th. 


B.    Standards  for  Classification. 
1.  Building. 

For  a  Pour  Year  High  School  at  least  three  rooms  adapted 
for  assembly,  library,  and  class  purposes  with  one  room 
equipped  for  science  laboratory  work,  are  necessary. 

A  Three  Year  High  School  requires  at  least  two  rooms 
adapted  for  library,  laboratory,  assembly  and  class  room 
purposes. 

A  Two  Year  High  School  requires  at  least  two  rooms 
adapted  for  library,  laboratory,  and  class  room  purposes. 

A  Junior  High  School  building  requires  facilities  for  the 
various  phases  of  the  junior  high  school  program. 
This  includes  class  rooms,  library,  laboratory,  health  and 
practical  arts  rooms. 

The  Junior-Senior  High  School  requires  the  facilities  of 
both  a  Senior  High  School  and  a  Junior  High  School. 

The  location  and  construction  of  the  building,  the  decora- 
tion of  the  building,  and  the  up-keep  of  building  and 
grounds,  the  lighting,  heating,  and  ventilation  of  the 
school  rooms,  the  condition  of  lavatories  and  closets,  water 
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supply,  furniture,  apparatus,  and  the  methods  of  clean- 
ing are  such  as  to  secure  hygienic  conditions  for  both 
teachers  and  pupils. 

2.    Equipment  and  supplies. 

a.  Science  Laboratory. 

Adequate  laboratory  furniture  and  apparatus  are  to  be 
supplied  for  all  secondary  schools.  The  type  and  amount 
of  equipment  will  depend  upon  the  science  program  of  the 
school  (See  Science  Equipment  Lists).  Proper  storage 
space  is  required  for  apparatus  and  supplies. 

b.  Library. 

(1)  For  a  Four  Year  High  School  the  initial  basic  col- 
lection includes  at  least  300  to  400  well-selected 
volumes;  for  a  Three  Year  High  School  250  to  300 
volumes ;  for  a  Two  Year  High  School  200  volumes ; 
for  a  Junior  High  School  300  volumes ;  for  a  Junior- 
Senior  High  School  500  volumes.  (See  Library 
Manual  and  Reference  List.) 

(2)  When  the  library  is  not  housed  in  a  separate  library 
room,  proper  shelving  should  be  supplied  in  a  class 
room  or  the  study  hall.  Organization  of  the  library 
for  effective  use  is  essential.  It  is  also  necessary  to 
make  provision  for  the  growth  of  the  library.  The 
yearly  budget  should  provide  an  appropriation  for 

.  this  work. 

(3)  Sufficient  number  of  periodicals  to  meet  the  class 
needs  of  the  school  forms  a  part  of  the  library 
equipment. 

c.  Sufficient  texts,  class  and  outside  reading  material,  and 
adequate  supplies  to  carry  on  effectively  the  work  of  in- 
struction are  to  be  provided. 

3.  Program  of  Studies  and  Plan  of  Organization. 

The  program  of  studies  and  plan  of  organization  must  con- 
form to  the  standards  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion for  the  type  of  school  operated  and  must  be  approved 
by  the  responsible  superintendent  of  schools. 

4.  -  Requirements  for  G-raduation.* 

A  classified  Four  Year  High  School  requires  for  graduation 
the  completion  of  a  four  year  secondary  school  course  cover- 
ing not  fewer  than  sixteen  units.  Of  the  sixteen  units,  three 
units  of  English,  two  of  social  science,  including  American 

*See  statement  on  page  9  for  state  requirements  for  admission  to  Professional  Schools 
and  other  higher  institutions. 
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History  or  Problems  of  Democracy,  one  of  science  in  addition 
to  general  science,  one  unit  of  mathematics,  should  be  required 
of  all  pupils  graduating.  Graduation  from  a  Senior  High 
School  should  be  based  upon  the  successful  completion  of  a 
junior  high  school  program  of  studies  and  twelve  units  of 
work  in  approved  subjects  in  grades  ten,  eleven,  and  twelve. 
Music,  one  period,  physical  education,  two  periods,  and  health 
education,  one  period  each  week,  should  be  required  of  all 
i:)upils  throughout  the  secondary  school  course. 
A  unit  represents  the  work  done  in  a  given  subject  in  a 
standard  school  year  requiring  approximately  one-fourth  of 
the  student's  time  and  aggregating  not  fewer  than  120  hours 
of  prepared  class  room  work.  A  standard  school  year  shall 
consist  of  not  fewer  than  180  days.  Two  hours  of  shop  or 
laboratory  work  are  considered  equivalent  to  one  hour  of 
prepared  work. 

Exclusive  of  time  in  changing  classes  the  minimum  length  of 
recitation  periods  is  forty  minutes.  A  longer  period  is  recom- 
mended in  order  to  provide  more  adequately  for  directed 
learning. 

5.  Methods  of  Instruction,  Supervision,  Morale. 

Methods  of  instruction,  provision  for  school  supervision, 
pupil  attitude,  professional  activity  of  teachers,  and  general 
morale  of  school  must  be  such  as  are  conducive  to  satisfac- 
tory pupil  achievement. 

6.  Teacher  Preparation  and  Certification. 

College  graduation  should  be  the  standard  of  preparation  for 
all  secondary  school  teachers.  The  majority  of  teachers  in 
a  classified  Senior  or  Four  Year  High  School  are  required  to 
be  holders  of  college  certificates.  Schools  wishing  to  qualify 
for  Senior  or  Four  Year  High  School  classification  should  re- 
quire teachers  already  in  service  who  do  not  have  this  stand- 
ard of  certification  to  continue  their  preparation  to  the  col- 
lege level.  The  School  Code  requires  that  all  teachers  in 
secondary  schools  be  properly  certified  in  the  specific  subjects 
which  they  teach. 

7.  Teaching  Load. 

Pupil  teacher  ratio,  number  of  classes  taught  daily  by  teach- 
ers, and  the  number  of  students  in  each  class  must  be  such 
as  to  make  effective  work  possible.  The  standard  should  be : 
Pupil-teacher  ratio  on  basis  of  average  daily  attendance,  not 
greater  than  30 ;  number  of  classes  taught  by  teachers,  six 
daily  in  small  schools,  five  in  larger  schools;  not  more  than 
35  pupils  in  ai^j  class  (30  recommended  as  standard)  ;  and 
the  number  of  pupil  hours  per  teacher  not  more  than  150 
per  day. 

8.  Pupil  Load. 

The  usual  pupil  load  should  not  exceed  twenty  periods  of 
prepared  recitation  work  weekly,  exclusive  of  health,  music, 
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and  activities.    Only  pupils  ranking  well  above  the  average 
should  be  permitted  to  carry  a  program  requiring  more  than 
this  standard. 

9.  Records.  . 

Accurate  and  complete  records  of  attendance  scholarship, 
and  school  organization,  should  be  kept  m  such  form  as  to 
be  conveniently  used  and  safely  preserved. 


STATE  REQUIREMENTS  FOR  ADMISSION  TO 
PROFESSIONAL  SCHOOLS  AND  OTHER 
HIGHER  INSTITUTIONS 

The  Pre-Professional  Credentials  Bureau  of  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  evaluates  credentials  and  issues  certificates  tor  ad- 
mission to  professional  schools  and  also  to  other  institutions. 

One  certificate  for  four  years  of  high  school  preparation,  or  its 
equivalent,  is  issued  to  those  who  have  completed  sixteen  units  m  an 
approved  four  year  high  school  or  secondary  school  or  by  examination 
or  by  combined  credits  earned  by  both  of  these  methods.  The  term 
"eoimt"  is  used  only  with  reference  to  the  requirements  for  equivalent 
high  school  credits.  Eighteen  counts  are  considered  the  equivalent  ot 
one  year  of  work,  four  full  years  of  work  being  the  equivalent  ot  7^ 
counts. 

(See  publications  of  the  Pre-Professional  Credentials  Bureau 
for  information  concerning  pre-professional  examinations  and 
credit  in  terms  of  counts  for  each  subject.) 

Candidates  for  these  certificates  must  have  credit  for  eight  (8) 
units  or  their  equivalent  to  the  extent  of  34  counts  m  the  following 
subjects:  four  years  of  English;  one  year  ot  Mathematics  (General 
Mathematics,  Algebra,  or  Geometry)  ;  one  year  of  a  laboratory  science 
above  General  Science  (Biology,  or  Physics  or  Chemistry)  ;  two  years 
of  a  social  science  including  American  History  or  Problems  of  Democ- 
racy and  sufficient  additional  units  in  approved  subjects  to  make  a 
total  of  16  units  or  their  equivalent  of  72  counts.  Of  the  additional 
eio-ht  (8)  units  six  ((>)  units  shall  be  selected  from  approved  subjects 
in^the  fields  of  Mathematics,  History  and  Social  Studies,  Science  or 
Foreign  Languages.  The  two  remaining  units  may  be  selected  from 
approved  laboratory  courses  in  the  field  of  Commercial  Stiic  les,  in- 
dustrial Arts,  Home  Economics,  Music,  Art,  or  from  the  fields  hsted 
above  If  work  in  Commercial  Studies,  Industrial  Arts,  Home 
Economics,  Music  or  Art  is  offered  for  credit,  not  less  than  a  half 
unit  of  work  in  an  approved  course  in  a  given  field,  estimated  on  the 
laboratory  basis,  will  be  accepted. 

The  attention  of  superintendents  and  principals  is  called  to  these 
requirements  inasmuch  as  pupils  desiring  admission  to  professional 
schools  or  other  institutions  for  which  the  Credentials  Bureau  issues 
certificates,  are  often  unable  to  secure  such  admission  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  curriculum  pursued  by  the  student  was  not  aiTanged  to 
comply  with  the  foregoing  admission  requirements. 
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PART  III 
TABLE  I 

SUMMARY  DATA  OF  PENNSYLVANIA  PUBLIC  SECONDARY 

SCHOOLS— 1927-1928 

Number  of  High  Schools  in  Each  Classification  Group,  1908-1928 


Tear 

4yrHS 

SyrHS 

2yrHS 

JSHS 

SrHS 

JrHS 

Voc  " 

NO 

Total 

1908-09    -  111  211  425      747 

190»-10    12S  214  504       841 

1910-  11     149  236  479      864 

1911-  12    181  255  438    —  874 

1912^13    190  283  415     888 

1913-  14     236  266  401     903 

1914-  15    255  278  401    934 

1915-  16    278  284  375      937 

1916-  17    331  275  875        981 

1917-  18    362  264  860    936 

1918-  19     833  272  313    918 

1919-  20   —  392  258  293                                                   37          87  1017 

1920-  21      407  257  281                                                37          36  1017 

1921-  22    444  267  243                                                   87           22  1013 

1922-  23     489  262  217    —      89    1007 

1923-  24    533  232  198                                                    41    1004 

1924^25   —  539  223  182           28            6          64           44          41  1127 

1925-  26     668  197  164           50          16          84           46           26  1150 

1926-  27     eiO  158  137          70          20          90          45          20  1150 

1927-  28    612  136  120          08          83         113          61          10  1173 


•  Vocational  schools  Included  In  list  of  other  schools  prior  to  1919-20. 

Table  I  indicates  certain  trends  in  the  development  of  school  or- 
ganization which  may  be  summarized  as  follows: 

1.  An  increasing  number  of  public  secondary  schools  are  meet- 
ing the  standards  for  Four  Year  or  Senior  High  School  classi- 
fication. In  1925-26,  634  public  secondary  schools  were  clas- 
sified as  Four  Year  and  Senior  High  Schools ;  in  1926-27 
schools  meriting  this  classification  numbered  700 ;  a  net  increase 
of  66.  For  1927-28,  612  schools  were  classified  as  Four  Year 
High  Schools  and  131  as  Senior  or  Junior-Senior  High  Schools, 
making  a  total  of  743  or  an  increase  of  43  over  the  number 
in  1926-27.  This  growth  is  particularly  important  because  of 
the  fact  that  a  large  percent  of  schools  increasing  their  classi- 
fication are  located  in  rural  or  small  urban  sections.  Thou- 
sands of  boys  and  girls  living  in  rural  and  small  urban  sections 
now  have,  for  the  first  time,  the  opportunity  of  attending  fully 
classified  secondary  schools. 

2.  The  number  of  classified  Three  Year  High  Schools  decreased 
from  197  in  1925-26  to  158  in  1926-27,  and  136  in  1927-28. 
Schools  classified  as  Two  Year  High  Schools  decreased  from 
164  in  1925-26  to  137  in  1926-27  and  to  120  in  1927-28.  The 
decrease  in  Three  Year  High  Schools  is  due  to  two  tendencies : 

a.  Many  three  year  high  schools  have  raised  their  standards* 
so  that  they  have  been  reclassified  as  four  year  high 
schools. 

b.  The  three  year  high  school  is  becoming  recognized  as  a 
transitional  type  of  secondary  school  organization.  Wher- 
ever additional  facilities  are  available  in  complete  sec- 
ondary schools  elsewhere,  there  is  a  tendency  on  the  part 
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of  boards  of  directors  to  reduce  the  program  of  studies  of 
these  schools  to  two  years,  reorganize  the  school  system 
with  a  three  or  four  year  junior  high  school,  and"  send 
pupils  to  centralized  senior  high  scliools  for'  the  work  of 
grades  10-11-12  or  11-12. 

3.  There  has  been  a  constant  increase  in  the  number  of  districts 
maintaining  junior  high  schools.  Junior  high  schools  were 
first  included  in  the  regular  classification  list  for  the  school 
year  1924-25.  Ninety-two  schools  were  listed  that  year  as 
classified  junior  high  schools.  In  1025-26,  136  were  operating 
with  approved  junior  high  school  units.  In  1926-27,  162  sec- 
ondary schools  had  approved  junior  high  school  organizations, 
either  as  separate  organizations  or  as  part  of  a  junior-senior 
organization.  This  is  a  net  increase  of  26  schools  over  the 
number  operating  in  1925-26.  The  number  for  1927-28  was 
211,  or  an  increase  of  53  over  the  previous  year. 

4.  There  has  also  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of 
schools  qualifying  as  junior-senior  high  schools.  Twenty-eight 
schools  were  classified  as  junior-senior  high  schools  in  1924-25 ; 
50  in  1925-26 ;  70  in  1926-27 ;  and  in  1927-28,  98  schools  Avere 
given  this  rating. 

5.  The  number  of  approved  rural  community  vocational  schools 
increased  from  45  in  1926-27,  to  51  in  1927-28. 


TABLE  II 

NON-RESIDENT  ENROLLMENT-1920-1928 


Total  School 

Number 

Tear 

Enrollment 

Percent 

Grades  9-12* 

Non-Residents 

Non-Besident 

1919-1920    148,240 

J920-1921    170,823 

192M922    194,652 

1922-1923    213,919 

11)23-1924    225,975 

1924-  1925    226,332 

1925-  1920    228,632 

1926-  1927    242,629 

1927-  1928    257,493 


20,217 
20,329 
24,693 
24,771 
28,009 
33,665 
36,500 
38,584 
38,881 


14 
12 
13 
12 
12 
15 
16 
16 
15 


*  Grades  9-12  are  used  because  this  constitutes  the  years  for  which  tuition  is  paid  in  dis- 
tricts organized  with  eight  year  elementary  schools. 

The  enrollment  of  non-resident  pupils  has  increased  rapidly.  Dur- 
ing the  past  year  38,881  boys  and  girls  resided  in  districts  without 
liigh  schools  and  attended  high  schools  in  neighboring  districts.  This 
non-resident  group  now  comprises  15  per  cent,  of  the  total  enrollment. 
There  are  as  yet  large  areas  in  Pennsylvania  where  even  meager  sec- 
ondary school  opportunity  is  not  offered.  This  condition,  however,  is 
fast  disappearing  as  transj^ortation  facilities  are  improved. 
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TABLE  III 


SECONDARY  SCHOOL  ENROLLMENT  ACCORDING  TO 
TYPE  OF  ORGANIZATION 


Type 
of 

Organization 


Tear 


1925-1926* 


1926-1927* 


1927-1928* 


No. 


% 


No. 


% 


No. 


8-4    l&i259  56.47 

6-e    118471  40.72 

Vocational    53815  1.32 

Non-Classified    4330  1.49 

Total    290875  100.00 


167230  53.59 
140687  43.08 
4109  1.33 


312036 


100. CO 


162760  47.46 
175493  51.17 
4685  1.37 


342938 


100.00 


♦Enrollment  as  ot  November  1. 

There  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  pnpils  enrolled 
in  schools  organized  on  the  6-6,  6-3  and  6-3-3  bases.  This  increase  is 
shown  in  table  III  which  gives  the  enrollment  in  each  type  of  organi- 
zation for  1925-26,  1926-27  and  1927-28.  In  1925-26,  40.72  per  cent, 
of  the  total  secondary  school  enrollment  was  in  schools  organized  on 
the  j\inior-senior  high  school  basis.  In  1926-27,  45.08  per  cent,  were 
in  such  schools,  and  in  1927-28,  51.17  per  cent,  of  the  secondary  school 
enrollment  was  in  reorganized  schools. 


TABLE  IV 

NUMBER  OF  PUPILS  IN  EACH  YEAR  OF  THE  SECONDARY 
SCHOOL  COURSE— 1924-25  TO  1927-28 


Tear 


7 

1 

8  9 

10 

11 

i  12 

j  Total 

1924-1925                  .          _  _  . 

28033 

23941 

86430 

60502 

44806 

34594 

278306 

1925-1926     

33428 

28815 

85555 

61286 

45178 

36633 

290875 

1926-1927    _  -     

36953 

32484 

90982 

64611 

48449 

38587 

312086 

1927-1928   

44618 

40827 

96622 

68881 

50638 

41352 

342938 

Table  IV  shows  t 

I  gradual  constant 

increase  in 

each 

year 

of  the 

secondary  school  period. 
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TABLE  V 


NUMBER  AND  PERCENT  OF  INCREASE  IN  EACH  YEAR  OF 
THE  SECONDARY  SCHOOL  PERIOD— 1925-26  TO  1927-28 


Year 

Grade 

1925-1926 

1926-1927 

1927-1928 

No.  Inc. 

%  Inc. 

No.  Inc. 

%  Inc. 

No.  Inc. 

%  Inc. 

7tli  Grade   

8th  Grade   

9th  Grade   

10th  Grade   

nth  Grade   

12th  Grade   

Total  Inc. 


4395 

19.24 

3535 

10.54 

7665 

20.74 

4874 

20.35 

3669 

12.73 

8373 

25.68 

875* 

1.02 

5427 

6.34 

5640 

6.19 

764 

1.26 

3.345 

5.45 

4270 

6.60 

372 

.83 

3271 

7.24 

2189 

4.51 

2039 

5.89 

1954 

5.33 

2765 

7.16 

12569 

4.51 

21201 

7.27 

30902 

9.90 

*  Decrease 


TABLE  VI 

NUMBER  OF  SCHOOLS  ORGANIZED  ON  6-6  AND  8-4  BASIS 

BY  CLASS  OF  DISTRICT 


Class  of  District 

All  Second- 
ary Schools 

Operating  on 
6-6  Plcin 

Operating  on 
8-4  Plan 

Number 

Number 

Percent 

Number 

Percent 

43 

26 

60.46 

17 

.39.54 

61 

52 

85.24 

9 

14.76 

218 

87 

39.90 

131 

60.10 

831 

158 

18.56 

693 

81.44 

Total  -  -   

1173 

323 

27.53 

850 

72.72 

Table  VI  indicates,  in  some  measure,  the  spread  of  tlie  junior  high 
school  movement.  Reorganization  on  the  junior  high  school  basis  has 
progressed  by  three  distinct  stages: 

1.  Reorganization  in  first  and  second  class  cities,  where  in  gen- 
eral the  separate  junior  and  senior  high  school  is  favored. 

2.  Reorganization  in  third  class  cities,  and  in  large  fourth  class 
districts.  Here  a  modified  type  of  6-3-3  organization  has 
"existed. 

3.  Reorganization  in  smaller  fourth  class  districts,  and  in  some 
third  class  districts.  In  these  districts  three  and  four  year 
junior  high  schools  and  six  year  high  schools  have  been  devel- 
oped. 

Of  the  43  secondary  schools  located  in  first  class  districts  26  or 
60.46  per  cent,  are  organized  on  the  6-6  or  6-3-3  basis  and  17  or  39.54 
per  cent,  on  the  8-4  basis.  Both  Pittsburgh  and  Philadelphia  are,  how- 
ever, rapidly  housing  all  pupils  in  grades  7-8-9  in  junior  high  schools. 

Of  the  61  secondary  schools  in  second  class  districts,  14.76  per 
cent,  are  operating  on  the  8-4  plan,  and  85.24  per  cent,  are  organized 
on  the  6-6  basis;  60.10  per  cent,  of  the  218  schools  in  third  class  dis- 
tricts are  on  the  8-4  plan,  and  39.90  per  cent,  on  the  6-6  plan;  of  the 
831  schools  in  fourth  class  districts,  693  or  81.44  per  cent,  were  on  the 
8-4  plan,  and  18.56  per  cent,  on  the  6-6  plan. 
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TABLE  VII 

NUMBER  AND  PERCENT  OF  NINTH  YEAR  PUPILS  IN  6-6 
AND  8-4  ORGANIZATION  BY  CLASS  OF  DISTRICT  1927-28 


Class  of  District 

Total  No.  9th 

8-4  Organization 

6-6  Organization 

Year  Pupils 

Number 

Percent 

Number 

Percent 

First   

Third   

Fourth  —   

21286 
13989 
31949 
29398 

12068 
3462 
21260 
22433 

56.69 
24.74 
66.60 
76.30 

9218 
10527 
10669 

6965 

43.31 
75.26 
33.40 
23.70 

Total   

96622 

59243 

61.31 

37379 

38.69 

The  number  of  ninth  year  pupils  in  6-6  and  8-4  organizations  is 
a  further  index  to  the  extent  of  reorganization  in  the  various  class  dis- 
tricts. According  to  table  VII,  43.41  per  cent,  of  the  ninth  year  pupils 
in  tirst  class  districts  are  in  junior  high  schools ;  75.26  per  cent,  in  sec- 
ond class;  33.40  per  cent,  in  third  class;  and  23.70  per  cent,  in  fourth 
class  districts.  In  all  districts  in  the  State  37,379  or  38.69  per  cent,  of 
ninth  year  pupils  are  in  reorganized  schools. 


TABLE  VIII 

NUMBER  AND  PERCENT  OF  ENROLLMENT  IN  8-4  AND  6-6 
ORGANIZATIONS  BY  CLASS  OF  DISTRICT  1927-28 


Class  of  District 

Total 

8-4  Organization 

6-6  Organization 

Enrollment 

Number 

Percent 

Number 

Percent 

First   

75383 
61217 
110876 
95462 

36053 
10540 
58244 
62608 

47.82 
17.21 

52.53 
65.58 

39330 
50677 
32632 
32854 

52.18 
82.79 
47.47 
34.42 

Second   

Third   

Fourth   

Total   

342938 

167445 

48.82 

175493 

51.18 

Table  VIII  shows  the  number  and  per  cent,  of  pupils  in  8-4  and 
6-6  organizations  by  class  of  district.  In  first  class  districts  52.18  per 
cent,  of  the  secondary  school  enrollment  is  in  6-6  organization,  82.79 
per  cent,  in  second  class  districts;  47.47  per  cent,  in  third  class  dis- 
tricts; and  54.42  per  cent,  of  the  total  secondary  school  enrollment  in 
fourth  class  districts  is  in  such  organizations. 

Of  the  342,938  pupils  enrolled  in  secondary  schools,  175,493  or 
51.18  per  cent,  are  in  reorganized  school  systems. 
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TABLE  IX 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  HIGH  SCHOOLS  ACCORDING  TO  SIZE— 

1924-1927 


Tear 

Distribution  of 
High  Schools  in 
U.  S.  1926 

Enrollment  Group 

1924-25 

1925-26 

1926-27 

No. 

^0 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

1-25     125  11.22  139  12.02  132  11.37  f  f 

-I   6189  -j  34.09 

26-50    218  19.56  210  18.26  188  15.79  L  L 

51-100    232  20.33  222  19.31  237  20.79  4810  26.49 

101-150    125  10.92  1.33  11.56  129  11.32  2145  11.82 

151-200    81  7.27  79  6.87  82  7.20  1075  5.92 

201-250    84  5.75  63  5.48  67  5.88  656  5.61 

251-300    29  2.60  40  3.48  40  3.51  440  2.42 

301-400    54  4.85  58  5.04  58  5.09  623  3.43 

401-500    33  2.96  45  3.92  52  4.56  462  2.34 

501-1000    92  8.26  100  8.69  93  8.15  990  5.45 

1001-1500    30  2.69  27  2.55  36  3.16  f  f 

J5O1-3000    27  2.43  31  2.69  31  2.71  -I     767  -j  4.23 

3001-over    4  .  36  3  .  27  3  .  27  L  L 


Total    1114  1150  1140  18157 


Table  IX  gives  a  distribution  of  Pennsylvania  secondary  schools 
according  to  size  for  the  school  years  1925  to  1928.  The  percentage 
of  high  schools  in  each  enrollment  group  for  the  United  States  for  the 
year  1925-26  is  also  given.  This  table  indicates  that  the  size  of  Penn- 
sylvania high  schools  has  increased  during  the  last  three  years.  Whereas 
52.61  per  cent,  of  Pennsylvania  high  schools  had  an  enrollment  of  100 
or  less  in  1924-25 ;  49.65  per  cent,  were  in  this  class  in  1925-26  and 
48.13  in  1926-27.  In  1926  60.58  per  cent,  of  the  high  schools  in  the 
United  States  had  an  enrollment  of  100  or  less. 


TABLE  X 

LENGTH  OF  TERM  IN  DAYS— BY  CLASS  OF  DISTRICT— 

1927-28 


Length  of  Term  In  Days 

Class 

District 

Pirst 

Second 

Third 

Fourth 

Total 

% 

200   

16 

11 

11 

19 

57 

4.86 

190-199   

6 

27 

64 

39 

136 

11.59 

180-189     

21 

23 

143 

793 

980 

83.55 

Total   

43 

61 

218 

851 

1175 

100.00 

Table  X  gives  the  length  of  term  by  days  in  secondary  schools  by 
class  of  district. 

Of  the  1,173  secondary  schools  in  the  State,  57  or  4.86  per  cent, 
have  a  school  term  of  200  days;  135  or  11.59  per  cent,  have  a  school 
term  of  190-199  days,  and  980  or  83.55  per  cent,  have  a  school  term 
of  180-189  days. 
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TABLE  XI 

GRADUATES 
FOUR  YEAR  AND  SENIOR  HIGH  SCHOOLS 


Occupation  or  Type  of  School  Entered 


Post  Graduate    26  24  50  .1 

Higher  Grade  of  High  School   181  142  323  .9 

College  or  University                                                .    5448  3326  8774  24.4 

Normal  School    488  3142  3630  10. l 

Other  Higher  Institutions    448  432  880  2.4 

Schools  for  Nurses    23  1408  1431  4. 

Commercial  Schools    393  918  1311  3.6 

Teaching    239  744  983  2.8 

Store  and  Office    230O  4449  6749  18.6 

Agriculture    458  34  492  1.4 

Factory  and  Trades    1901  369  22(0  6.4 

Other  Employment    2032  810  2842  7.9 

Eemainlng  at  Home    654  2402  3056  8.5 

Unaccounted  For   .   1553  7630  _3183  8.9 

Total    16144  19830  35974  lOO.OO 


Table  XI  gives  a  distribution  of  35,974  pupils  completing  senior 
or  four  year  high  schools  during  the  school  year  1926-27.  Forty-four 
and  five-tenths  per  cent,  have  completed  educational  careers  as  follows 
Post  Graduate  .1 ;  Higher  Grades  of  High  School  .9 ;  College  or  Uni 
versity  24.4;  Normal  School  10.1;  other  Higher  Institutions  2.4 
Schools  for  Nurses  .4;  Commercial  Schools  3.6.    Two  and  eight-tenths 
per  cent,  are  reported  as  teaching,  18.6  per  cent,  in  Store  and  Office 
1.4  per  cent,  in  Agriculture ;  6.4  per  cent,  in  Factory  and  Trades ;  7.9 
per  cent,  in  other  employment;  8.5  per  cent,  remaining  at  home;  and 
8.9  per  cent,  unaccounted  for.    Sixteen  thousand  one  hundred  and 
forty-four  or  44.1  per  cent,  of  those  graduating  were  boys,  and  19,830 
or  55.9  per  cent,  were  girls. 


TABLE  XII 

NUMBER  AND  PERCENT  OF  PUPILS  COMPLETING  CUR- 
RICULUMS  IN  TWO  AND  THREE  YEAR  HIGH  SCHOOLS 
AND  TYPE  OF  SCHOOL  OR  OCCUPATION 
ENTERED— 1926-27 


Type  of 

School 

Occupation  or  Type  of 
School  Entered 

Two-Tear  High  School 

Three-Tear  High  School 

Boys 

Girls 

Total  1  % 

Boys 

Total 

% 

Higher  Grade  of  H.  S.  -  231  364  495  64.53 

College  or  Univ.    4  5  9  1.18 

Normal  Schools    —  1  1  .13 

Other  Higher  Inst's    14  5  .65 

Schools  for  Nurses   —  5  5  .65 

Commercial  Schools    3  20  23  3.00 

Teaching    --.  1  1  .13 

Store  &  Office    13  9  22  2.87 

Agriculture    26  1  27  3.52 

Factory  &  Trades    37  39  76  9.91 

Other  Employment    20  10  30  3.91 

Eemainlng   at  Home    19  49  68  8.87 

Unaccounted   For    4  15  .65 

Total    358  409  767  100.00 
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Table  XII  gives  the  number  of  pupils  completing  tlie  courses  of 
Two  and  Three  Year  High  Schools  in  1926-27.  It  will  be  noted  from 
this  table  that  51.1  per  cent,  of  those  completing  three  year  high 
schools,  and  64.53  per  cent,  of  those  completing  two  vear  high  schools 
go  on  to  a  higher  grade  of  high  school. 

Thirty-five  thousand  and  six  pupils  were  graduated  from  June 
1928,  class  of  the  794  Four  Year,  Senior  and  Junior-Senior  Public 
High  School- and  Rural  Community  Vocational  Schools  in  Pennsylva- 
nia. _  Of  this  number  17,832  or  31  per  cent,  completed  the  academic 
curriculum;  8,482  or  24  per  cent,  completed  the  general  curriculum; 
6,933  or  20  per  cent,  completed  the  commercial  curriculum ;  and  1,759 
or  5  per  cent,  completed  vocational  currieulums,  including'  vocational 
agriculture  and  vocational  home  economics. 


TABLE  XIII 

NUMBER  OF  TEACHERS  IN  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS-1900-28 


Tear 

Number 

1900   

1910  -  

1920   

1925   

1926    _ 

1927  -   

1928   

The  number  of  secondary  school  teachers  has  increased  propor- 
tionately with  the  increase  in  enrollment.  The  total  number  of  teach- 
ers employed  in  secondary  schools  for  the  year  1926-27  including  full- 
time  and  part-time  teachers  was  13,694,  an  increase  of  930  teachers 
over  the  preceding  year.  For  1927-28  there  were  14,384  secondary 
school  teachers,  an  increase  over  1926-27  or  690.  The  increase  in  the 
number  of  teachers  for  the  past  twenty-eight  vears  is  shown  by  the 
above  table. 
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